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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS CASC 

SUBJECT: SINGAPORE STUDENTS IN SUKHOTHAI 

FOLLOWING RECD FROM CHIANG MAI, SENT ACTION BANGKOK, SINGAPORE 
DATED JANUARY 6 BEING RPTD FOR INFO. 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CASC 

SUBJECT: SINGAPORE STUDENTS IN SUKOTHAI 

1. CASTRODALE REPORTS THAT GROUP APPEARED BEFORE SUKOTHAI 
JUDGE AT ABOUT 10 O' CLOCK THIS MORNING. JUDGE ACCEPED THEIR 
PLEA OF GUILTY AND NOTED THEIR PLEAS FOR MERCY. HE WROTE 
VERDICT ON PIECE OF PAPER BUT REFUSED TO ANNOUNCE IT. 

JUDGE SAID THAT CASE HAS ASSUMED INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE AND 
CONSEQUENTLY HE MUST SHOW HIS VERDICT TO THE JUDICIAL 
COMMISSIONER FOR REGION 6, WHO IS LOCATED 40 MILES AWAY IN 
PHITSANULOK. REGION 6 COMMISSIONER WILL REVIEW THE VERDICT 
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AND ANNOUNCE HIS DECISION AT 9:30 FEBRUARY 8. 
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2. SUKOTHAI JUDGE SAID THAT USUAL PROCEDURE IN CASE OF 

THIS NATURE INVOLVING FOREIGNERS IS TO REFUSE BAIL. HOWEVER, 

AS A FAVOR, HE WAS WILLING TO SET BAIL AT 100,000 BAHT PER 
STUDENT, OR 600,000 BAHT TOTAL (U.S. $30,000). 

3. CROUCH IS IN TOUCH WITH BANK IN BANGKOK AND HOPES TO 
HAVE BANK DRAFT AVAILABLE SOONEST. JUDGE HAS SAID THAT HE 
WILL ACCEPT BANK DRAFT. ACCORDING TO CASTRODALE, LORD MAYOR 
OF PHITSANULOK HAS DECLINED AT THIS STAGE TO STEP FORWARD. 

4. COMMENT: POLITICS RATHER THAN MERITS OF CASE 
APPEAR TO BE GOVERNING FACTOR AT THIS STAGE. SUGGEST 
EMBASSY BANGKOK MIGHT WISH TO RAISE THIS MATTER SOONEST 
WITH THE APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES AT NATIONAL LEVEL TO 
INSURE AT LEAST THAT WHOLE AFFAIR NOT DRAG OUT BEYOND FRIDAY. 
REUTERS HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH CROUCH AS HAS UPI WITH HIS 
OFFICE ON THIS MATTER. MONTGOMERY UNQUOTE 

KINTNER 
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